PLANTAGENET
St Thomas of Canterbury. There was in the England of
that day a very remarkable personality, the son of a Norman
settled in London, by name Thomas a Becket. He was some
fifteen years older than the King, a cleric, and still under thirty,
when he was advanced (before Henry was King) by the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury (who came from the same part of Nor-
mandy as Thomas's father). The Archbishop took him into his
household, had him trained in Church law, and used him in
various important offices.
He was a very tall and strong man, and one of dominating per-
sonality; he had pleaded Henry's cause before the Pope as
against Eustace, the son of Stephen; the year after Henry's
accession he was made Chancellor—that is, chief minister.
Seven years later, in 1162, he was somewhat suddenly and
unexpectedly made Archbishop of Canterbury. He had
hitherto been the great friend as well as the chief minister of the
King, and after him was by far the first figure in the realm, when,
in the following year, 1163, in the autumn thereof, he was
summoned to Westminster with the other bishops, and they
were asked collectively, as the authorities of the Church in
England, to transfer to the King their jurisdiction over clerics
who might be accused of crime.
It was a point of the highest importance. Although Henry
pretended that he was only asking for the restoration of an
ancient custom, he was really asking for a revolution. The
Church had been self-governing, exercising her own discipline
over the members of her own hierarchy, and this proposal of
the young Plantagenet King, had it succeeded, would have been
the beginning of a subjection of the Church to the state.
The King had strong arguments on his side: in older and
simpler times the word' cleric5 had usually meant the priesthood
and the deacons and sub-deacons, together with a comparatively
small number of minor officials; but the growth of the new
civilization, with its great schools and its increasing admini-
strative activities, had produced a very large class of men who,
though nowhere near priesthood, were technically * clerics/ and
therefore responsible only to the authority of the Church,
though in daily life practically members of the lay state.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas k Becket, at fost
accepted this demand of the King's to try the "criminous
clerks" in his own royal courts. The Pope, Alexander III, was

